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A severe winter led to many challenges for the course 
management and a dry warm spring saw an early start 
to the playing season but added to those challenges! 
Here is a summary of the year so far at the Golf Club. 

The Course 
Hello everybody my name is Nick Swan and I am the 
club Greens Representative on the main Management 
Committee, I am also the Chairman of the Greens sub 
committee. I was a little surprised to hear that a lot of 
members were not aware of this sub committee and 
its purpose. First of all I will inform you of its members 
who are:- 
Derek Hale, Alison Harvey, James Morgan, Dave Ruff, 
Paul Middleton (Professional) and Robert Milband 
(Course Manager) these members have been selected 
from a wide cross section of the club membership. 
Their purpose is talk to the membership and report 
back to the committee with any points or questions 
about the state of the course whether they are good 
constructive ideas or matters that may give rise to 
health and safety issues on the course. The matters 
will then be discussed within our committee on a 
monthly basis and then action by the Course Manager 
if appropriate or I will take them to the Club 
management committee for further discussion and, 
hopefully, approval to carry out. We also have regular 
walkabouts on the course as a group. If you have any 
points you would like to raise, then please discuss it 
with one of us. Please do not approach the green 
keeping staff as they have always important work to 
do for your enjoyment of the course. 
I hope you are all enjoying the excellent condition of 
the course this year and how well our green keeping 
team have maintained the course during the drought  
months and spasmodic rainfall this year. The greens 
are in the best playing condition we have had for 
many years, new technology and equipment has 
added to the work done over the previous few years. 
One of the main contributing factors is the purchase 
of a set of vibrating rollers, these aid in getting the 
greens to run smooth and true and help to increase 
the speed of the greens without having to cut the 

grass very short. They are very cleverly designed so 
that they do not compact the soil under grass, they 
are now being used two or three times a week and on 
the morning of competitions. I am sure you will have 
noticed how the speed of the greens is more 
consistent throughout the course because of this 
treatment.  
There is one matter that concerns me deeply though, 
you will notice that a lot of smaller brown spots are 
appearing on the greens, these are not caused by 
disease or small animals but by you, the members, not 
repairing pitch marks. I am truly amazed at how many 
pitch I repair each game I play, last week during one 
game I repaired over 100 such pitch marks, some 
were large some were smaller, if they are repaired 
immediately they will mend in 24 hours or so, if they 
are not repaired immediately the grass will die and 
then take weeks to recover, hence all the brown 
spots. Please remember, it is your course so look after 
it and mend not only your pitch mark but look for 
others missed by fellow members and guests. 
Autumn work is now beginning to take place on the 
course and we are already seeing the leaves begin to 
fall due to the lack of decent rainfall. We are now 
looking at preparation of winter greens in case we 
have severe frost or heavy rains. The greens this 
winter will hopefully be of a better nature this year 
where we are going to use the front aprons, where 
possible, and some specially prepared where the 
aprons cannot be used, I think this will give rise to 
more consistency. 
We are considering having divot bags filled with soil 
and seed for members to repair fairway divots that 
have not been replaced or have subsequently been 
removed by the birds or not re-rooted, Please pass 
your comments to committee members. Again, this is 
to help us all look after our course.  
The course is in magnificent condition lets us all keep 
it that way and my congratulations go to the green 
staff for their work on your behalf.                           
Thank you all.  Nick Swan. 

 

The Captains 
July and August have been 
frenetic with knockout 
competitions Ladies and Gents 
team matches alternatively 
mixed golf and throw in junior 
and senior events the spoils of 
good golf have been abundant! 
I was very pleased to see 
significant member 
participation at my Captain’s 
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Choice Day on Saturday 13th August. An event for 
teams of 4 with just 2 scores to count, this format 
makes for more enjoyable golf and is suitable for the 
less serious of golfers. On the 7th and 12th tees players 
used Hickory clubs and low compression balls other 
surprises included interesting pin positions! This was 
an opportunity to raise monies for my nominated 
charities. First and foremost I have chosen Macmillan 
Cancer Support. Only with your help can they provide 
the practical, medical, emotional and financial support 
for people living with cancer and their families and 
loved ones so urgently needed. 
My second charity is a Garden Project scheduled to 
start in September. This will renovate the ground 
between the 6th green and 7th tee. Changes include a 
seeded grass edge, Scots pine trees, green beech and 
a variety of shrubs. For more information covering 
both charities see information panel on our website. 
Here are some other forthcoming attractions which I 
hope you will enjoy and support. 
Meal and Magic 
This social event is on Saturday 3rd September when 
we are pleased to tell you, an internationally known 
magician will entertain you whilst dining in our 
restaurant. Kerry Scorah has agreed to make you 
laugh and amaze you with her skills. Kerry has starred 
at lots of prestigious locations including Las Vegas and 
appeared many times on television. 
Why not gather your friends together and a book a 
table? Information poster and evening meal details 
are on our main notice board and website.  
Macmillan Coffee Morning 
On the 30th September we have arranged a 9 hole golf 
stableford competition plus a coffee morning where 
you will have the opportunity to buy items from 
stallholders who will tempt you with their goods. 
These range from books, cakes to DVDs plus a raffle. 
All proceeds to Macmillan Cancer Support.       
Quiz Night 
This is an evening to test your general and sporting 
knowledge, organised for the same night as the coffee 
morning, making this a real MacMillan Fundraising 
Day. The format is teams of 4 and a chance to win a 
prize. The quizmaster is our very own Roger Morgan 
who is extremely skilled at putting you at ease. The 
event starts at 7-00pm, with light refreshments in the 
interval and a raffle draw then further questions 
followed by an announcement of the winning team. I 
am assured that the levels of questions Roger will set 
are well within your capabilities and custom built to 
suit you all. 
Captain Fred 
July 2011 

The fair weather 
experienced this summer 
has enabled the ladies to 
play good competitive 
golf in all aspects of the 
game. The competitions 
have been well supported 
by the ladies and won by 
different ladies on most 
occasions with very good scores and numerous ladies 
have had handicap cuts as a result. Good matches 
have been played and all three teams have had wins 
and losses, but all acquitting themselves well. As 
individuals, ladies have also played well away from 
home achieving good wins or second places. The 
Open competitions have been well supported and it 
remains for the weather to stay good for the Ladies 
Invitation Day on 6th September, tee times still 
available and then the Autumn Meeting. Good 
luck and good weather to all the finalists in the Ladies 
knockout competitions. 
Pam Duke Lady Captain 
 

The Pro Shop & Juniors 

The thriving Junior section is in the capable hands of 
Paul Middleton and Katy Edwards. They hold regular 
practice sessions on a Thursday and administer the 
Junior Competitions. Matches are under the guidance 
of Tony Howells and Junior Captain, Jake Howells. A 
combination that explains the subsequent success! 
The team for the North Gloucester Junior Alliance –
Jake Howells, Jacob Ashdown, Harry Butler, James 
Reid, Henry Tilling, Jake Wild, David Tookey, Rory 
Gunning, Victoria Watkins, Keiran Smith and Gavin 
Addis, successfully defended their title and are West 
League Champions again. The team went on to 
compete against the other alliance league winners to 
compete for a place in the Regional Team Finals at 
Painswick GC. On Monday 22nd August Jacob 
Ashdown, Harry Butler, Jake Howells, Henry Tilling, 
Jake Wild & Rory Gunning finished in third place at 
Painswick GC. 
There are 18 juniors competing for the Order of Merit 
title and with only 3 more competitions to play Jacob 
Wild is in front with 46 not far behind is Henry Tilling 
on 42, followed by Harry Butler 24 and Jack 
Christopher on 23. Recent competition results 
include: July medal winner Victoria Watkins with 
Harry Butler runner up, D. Sainsbury Cup was won by 
Rory Gunning with Max Coleman runner up and the 
August stableford was won by Henry Tilling and Jake 
Wild was runner up. 
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The Teams                                                       
In July  A team Captain Neil Lancett reported, “The ‘A’ 
Team is having a so far mixed, but possibly very 
successful season. So far they have played 7 games 
out of 10 … have won 3, halved one and lost 3 and lie 
second (on games won / lost ratio) in table … 
They have played 4 games away (halved 1 and lost 3) 
and only three at home (won all). They now have 2 
home and 1 away games left. “If we win both 
remaining home games there is a strong possibility (or 
actually a probability) that we will be promoted. 
Brickhampton are running away with the division, but 
the fact that it is difficult to get results away from 
home has us in a decent position. 
Three juniors, Jake Howells (played 7, won 3 and lost 
4 … all with his dad) … Harry Butler (played 6, won 2, 
halved 2 and lost 2) and Jacob Ashdown (played 6, 
won 3, halved 1 and lost 2) are playing regularly in the 
team and are hopefully finding the competition 
beneficial to their games. 
We have also won our first round Presidents Cup 
game. This was away to last years winners, Puckrup 
Hall and was a fantastic result, 3 – 2 … plaudits to 
Gwyn Morgan and Danny Gear who had to go to the 
19th hole (with everyone else watching them) to win 
their match and the overall tie. Thornbury away in 
next round on Saturday 30th July.”  

Now at the end of August, “There is now just a single 
match to be played in the 2011 North Gloucestershire 
Foursomes League season and with Brickhampton 
already promoted, the second promotion place lies 
between ourselves and Forest Hills. The last game also 
happens to be between ourselves and Forest Hills here 
at Ross, on Saturday the 3rd of September, first tee-off 
at 2 p.m. It is basically winner takes all although Forest 
Hills only need to halve the match, as they have a 
slightly superior ‘goal difference’ …  I’m sure that any 
support for the team on the day would be very 
welcome..”  Neil Lancett 
 
The “B” team plays the reciprocal fixture to the “A” 
teams match in the North Gloucester Foursomes 
League. The “B” team matches however are in the 
four-ball better ball format and off handicap not 
scratch! All members with an active handicap are 
eligible and welcome to play. In our first season last 
year we won four, halved one and lost three matches 
with a limited number of available players. We have 
since expanded the pool of available players, mainly 
through word of mouth but also following a number 
of suggestions from the club professionals.  

The results this year have shown a corresponding 
improvement. We have so far won seven matches, 
losing only two. 
If any member is interested in playing or wants more 
information please contact Eric Snape on 01594 
541668 or e-mail me on eric@thesnapes.net  
The “Club” Team, Captain Terry Jarrett reports. “We 
have played 9 Club team games to date, 4 away and 5 
at home. Won 5, halved 2 and only lost 2”. 
 
Ladies “A” team. We started the year with lots of 
enthusiasm, we were back in division 1 where we 
belong, we had a practice match against the B team 
and we were ready! 
The first match, at home to Cotswold Hills, top of the 
league most years, a loss but only by 2 points then 
Burford an away 12-6 win.  Next Tewkesbury Park at 
home we were on a roll 17-1 to Ross, yes we were 
cooking with gas. Sadly the gas ran out and at 
Cotswold Hill we were decisively beaten with no 
points, that said the team were punching above there 
weight with most Ross players playing against 
considerably lower handicaps.   Next Tewkesbury Park 
away they were out for revenge and got it 13-5 
against Ross.   Minchinhampton at home was a very 
good draw.  
With six matches played Ross A are in the middle of 
division 1 with 2 tough matches against Cirencester 
still to be played.   The girls will be fighting tooth and 
claw for a couple wins which should keep us in the 
first division.  Wilma Macnamara A team Captain. 
 
Ladies “B” team.  “Overall the B team performance 
has been slightly disappointing but not unsolvable”. 
Dinah Johnston B team captain, reports.  “ We have 
been playing consistently however we do need to up 
our game moving into the second half. 
To summarize the matches so far, we were feeling 
positive after an 11 - 7 win for the A team in our 
practise match.  Although a loss for us we felt quite 
good about the result, helping the team feel positive 
about the season ahead. 
Unfortunately our first match away against Cotswold 
Edge did not reflect this with a 4 - 14 loss.  This score 
stayed with us for the next 2 matches (Cotswold Hills 
away and Cotswold Edge at home). Then things 
started to pick up a bit - Ross v Broadway at home 
brought in 5 points against 13, with our final match 
this half of the season bringing in a fantastic result.  
Ross v Tewkesbury away 15 points to us 3 to them! 
We have had a few disappointing matches, however 
looking over the remaining fixtures we are in a strong 
position to finish mid table.  We must dig deep and 
show the opposition our strength!” 
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Competitions 

 In the Club's 2011 Annual Trophy events there have 
been notable successes for Nigel  Montague in the 
Barnfield Trophy, Paul Ford as the Gordon Blake Cup 
winner,  Bob Turley took the Winston Wildsmith 
Salver, James Morgan the Spring Scratch, Kevin 
D'Lonra the Traders Cup and Charlie Walker the Burn 
Trophy. Andrew Hobbs won the Bradley Court Cup, 
Simon Bullock was the June Medal winner, Joe Irvine 
was the Captain's Day winner and David Williams 
captured the President's Prize. In Pairs events the 
Eddy Hodges Cup went to David Griffiths and Jeremy 
Walters and the George Griffiths Greensomes was 
won by Warren Darrell and Steve Price. The Away day 
at Sapey organised by Club Captain, Fred Stott 
attracted excellent support, and the top prize went to 
Dave Griddle. 
 
The Tuesday Eclectic 
The Tuesday Twilight Eclectic 9 hole stableford format 
competition has gone from strength to strength this 
year, with 40 very enthusiastic and vibrant members 
now having participated in the second session. 
However, could this be as a result of the free portion 
of chips every 4th week and subsidised sausages and 
chips in the basket every 8 weeks, or just the fact that 
people like to play a short competitive game of golf in 
the late afternoon during the week. What ever the 
reason, it is pleasing to see that over 30% of those 
who are now regularly playing are new members of all 
ages and more are coming along each week to this 
relaxed and sociable competition. 
Currently we have two players who have qualified by 
winning the first two sessions for the 18 hole play off 
match on 13th September. The two remaining places 
will go to the winner of the third session plus the best 
over all runner up. The play off match will be followed 
by a dinner and prize giving, which all participants of 
the twilight competition are invited to attend.  
As a reminder the Tuesday Twilight Eclectic 
competition is open to ALL members and is played off 
¾ handicap and you don’t have to have played every 
week. Simply turn up between 4.30pm to 5.30pm, 
make a 3 ball and go out and try to better your last 
score on each hole. When you have finished your 
game enter your score on the club computer for the 
set 9 holes played, pay your £1 for the game and then 
wait to see if you have won the nights game. The third 
and final 8 week session commenced on 19th July. 
Steve Phillips 

The Clubhouse                                                
In July Ian Needham took over the day to day running 
of the bar. He also introduced a halfway house on the 

weekends which has proved popular with members. 
When the golf season quietens down Ian and Karen 
will be running their popular carvery meals on a 
Sunday; probably at the beginning of October. So 
watch the notice boards for details! 

The Management Committee                  
The Management Committee Actions can be viewed 
on the website or downloaded, (under club news from 
the information drop down menu) or from the office. 
The 5 year plan can also be viewed (or downloaded) 
on the website. The Management Committee will be 
looking at updating the 5 year plan towards the end of 
the year. The changing rooms have been mentioned 
for possible inclusion in the plan. The Management 
have also been looking at the way the Committees 
work with a view to possible changes and how the 
Equality Act 2010 will be incorporated into the club 
structure. 
The dress code has been revised and its success 
depends on members and visitors not abusing the 
more relaxed approach. Similarly it calls for tolerance 
from members who are used to a more rigid set of 
rules as the club tries to move with the times and 
attract and retain a younger membership group. 
The discount for members using their card when 
making purchases from the bar has been increased to 
17.5% and a card machine can now be used to top up 
cards or make purchases. 

Comment Things seem to move slowly at times but 

suggestions made by members are taken seriously. A 
member taking part in the Member’s survey for 
example asked about on course recycling. At present 
Herefordshire Council have no facility for businesses 
to take their waste plastic bottles but the situation 
may change in the future. So any suggestions like this 
and on all matters are more than welcome and will be 
considered.                                                                             
I hope to produce a Newsletter on a regular basis but 
its success depends on contributions from the whole 
membership. My thanks go to all those who took the 
time to write something for this one and I hope you 
have found something of interest in it. The purpose is 
to keep you informed of what is going on in the club 
with a view to improving the sense of club 
membership for those that want it. I would be pleased 
to hear suggestions for inclusions in subsequent 
Newsletters and I would be pleased to hear from 
anyone who has items which may be of interest or 
would like to be involved in producing it. Helen 
Palmer helenpalmer@supanet.com  
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